DEATH'S  DUEL

DEATH'S DVELL ; or, A Consolation to the Soule, against the dying Life, ana.
liuing Death of the Body. Ddiuered in a Sermon at White Hall, before
the King's Maiesty, in the beginning of Lent, 1630. By that late learned
and Reuerend Diuine, John Donne, Dr. in Divinity, & Deane of
S. Pauls, London. Being his last Sermon, and called by his Maiesties
houshold The Doctor's owne Funerall Sermon. London, Printed by
Thomas Harper, for Richard Rcdmer and Benjamin Fisher, and are to be
sold at the signe of the Talbot in Alders-gate street. MDCXXXIL

THE value of this tiny quarto with the enormous
title depends entirely, so far as the collector is con-
cerned, on whether or no it possesses the frontispiece.
So many people, not having the fear of books before
their eyes, have divorced the latter from the former,
that a perfect copy of Death's Duel is quite a capture
over which the young bibliophile may venture to
glory; but let him not fancy that he has a prize if
his copy does not possess the portrait-plate. One
has but to glance for a moment at this frontispiece
to see that there is here something very much out
of the common. It is engraved in the best seven-
teenth-century style, and represents, apparently,
the head and bust of a dead man wrapped in a
winding-sheet. The eyes are shut, the mouth is
drawn, and nothing was ever seen more ghastly,

Yet it is not really the picture of a dead man : it
represents the result of one of the grimmest freaks
that ever entered into a pious mind. In the early
part of March 1630 (1631), the great Dr. Donne,
Dean of St. Paul's, being desperately ill, and not
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